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ARTICLE 343

(o Ty T Camcnee ¥ 2
Special Stops Required

Driving across grade 343.07 Stopping for school bus;
crossing. signs and warning
Stops at dangerous grade lights; sale of school
crossings. bus.

Stopping at grade 343.08 Obstructing inter—
crossing. section or cross—
Moving heavy equipment walk.

across grade crossings. 343.99 Penalty.

Through streets and stop

intersections.

Driving onto roadway from
place other than road-
way; stopping at side—
walk.

CROSS REFERENCES
See sectional histories for similar State law
Authority to establish through streets and stop inter—
sections - see W. Va. Code 17C-2-8(a)(6)

343.01 DRIVING ACROSS GRADE CROSSING.
(a) Whenever any person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade

crossing under any of the circumstances stated in this section, the driver of such
vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet from the nearest
rail of such railroad, and shall not proceed until he can do so safely. The foregoing
requirements shall apply when:

(1} A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device gives
warning of the immediate approach of a railroad train;

(2) A crossing gate is lowered or when a human flagman gives or
continues to give a signal of the approach or passage of a railroad
train;

(3) A railroad train approaching within approximately 1,500 feet of
the street or highway crossing emits a signal audible from such
distance and such railroad train, by reason of its speed or nearnass
to such crossing, is an immediate hazard;

(4) Any approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in
hazardous proximity to such crossing.
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(c) Before making any such crossing the person operating or moving any
such vehicle or equipment shall first stop the same not less than fifteen feet nor
more than fifty feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and while so stopped shall
listen and look in both directions along such track for any approaching train, and for
signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the crossing
can be made safely.

(d) No such crossing shall be made when warning is given by automatic
signal or crossing gates or a flagman or otherwise of the immediate approach of a
railroad train or car. If a flagman is provided by the railroad, movement over the
crossing shall be under his direction.

(WvVaC 17C-12-4)

343.05 THROUGH STREETS AND STOP INTERSECTIONS.

(a) Council or other designated traffic authority may designate through
streets or highways and erect stop signs at specified entrances thereto or may
designate any intersection as a stop intersection and erect like signs at one or more
entrances to such intersection.

(b) Every such sign shall bear the word "Stop" in letters not less than six
inches in height and such sign shall at nighttime be rendered luminous by steady or
flashing internal illumination, or by a fixed floodlight projected on the face of the
sign, or by efficient reflecting elements on the face of the sign.

{c) Every stop sign shall be erected as near as practicable to the nearest
line of the crosswalk on the near side of the roadway.

(d) Every driver of a vehicle approaching a stop sign shall stop before
entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or in the event there is
no crosswalk shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, then at the point
nearest the intersecting street or highway where the driver has a view of
approaching traffic on the intersecting street or highway before entering the
intersection except when directed to proceed by a police officer or traffic control
signal. (WvaC 17C~12-5)

343.06 DRIVING ONTO ROADWAY FROM PLACE OTHER THAN
ROADWAY; STOPPING AT SIDEWALK,

The driver of a vehicle within a business or residence district emerging from
any alley, driveway or building shall stop such vehicle immediately prior to driving
onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area extending across any alleyway or private
driveway, and shall yield the right of way to any pedestrian as may be necessary to
avoid collision, and upon entering the roadway shall yield the right of way to all
vehicles approaching on such roadway.

(WvVaC 17C~12-6)



