—

on

e 1921'1976 mmunity there

tive years of this co he Christian
During the early FOTC ks did not hinder the

3 were conducted
was nota single may think. Mef:)‘f‘ﬁe school house.

Je as much as you o (ol :
mﬁe 2 av‘”e:isv,;e;;eu‘t}:i Iirs!; church‘ was bulht.i kec‘jv :3;
o pmther Mayse, an organizational meg : gild -

g formulated to buy land and bu 8
e urchased from the K & M Lan

church. T ’;ﬂ; Egi’fmnul solicitations began. Pledges

Cmpy rsons, creating a great deal
mf:mlvad m:gmg:t%le of the community, the
g mzhum‘;n : idly grew. With no capitol but the promise
Mmi? - Tﬁo hef:with the building, the visions and
0'"';"0: {T:rgc number of people soon was realized. A

f their own. :
c"ﬁf::’.ﬂ"‘:jm on the Trustee Committee were: chair-

S. White; vice chairman, Thomas Grafton;
mucryh:“gyde V. Johnson; treasurer, John A. Fout.
Member at large: Conrad Brown Stuarts, Jack Lawson, Joe
Hicks and J. A. McAllister.

Reverend Luther B. Mayse was asked to serve as the
pastor and on July 2, 1922 the cornerstone was layed by the
Grand Lodge, A.F.AM. of West Virginia, under the au-
glm of Salina Lodge 27-A.F. A M. by Captain John M.

llins, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of West
Virei

mﬂ members were Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. White,
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Grafton, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lawson,
Mr. and Mrs. Harley Gwinn, Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Brown,
Mr. and Mrs. S.]. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Anderson,
Mr. and Mrs. George Henry, Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Blos-
field, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Walker and Mr. and Mrs. J.A.
McAllister

Nllyrtle McAllister, Steve Brown, William Brown, Thomas
White, Joe Hicks, Vincent Smith, C. V. Johnson, William

Tate, Lucy Turner, Mary Hannigan, Nora Moore, Rebecca
Turner, John A. Fout and Christine Spradling.

This church is in good repair and in use today.
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Diamond Baptigt Ch
The dreams and prayers of many yo ur
finally fulﬁllec_i fora smallgmup of peop] arg d“"ah'on
this community when thejr plans Werpee of BaFtis beliw Fre
building their own church COmpletaq to Ctin
In 1947 the Diamond Baptist Church v, Starg
the first services were held, |t was built S c:omp[,_.teda
many years before from a My, R, mus Ha":orz l:iln acquir:g

by a group of ladies who raised mogt * And pajq ¢

making and selling quilts. The organci’:atgntgf Oney >
; e chy,

Mr. and Mrs. N. A. Edwards Mrs, RutathStEd below. "

Mr. and Mrs, Thomas Gray Mrs, Effie Cagh am

Rev. and Mrs. Mark Farren Mrs. J. A. Fout

Rev. and Mrs. J. w. Romine,Sr, ;

Mrs. Irma Hemmings Mr,
Mrs. Ilene Shaffer g - and Mrs, Herbert Walke,

19};1.e first acting pastor wag Reverend J, w. Romine

Kenneth Ledsome

’ Sr. in

JEHartman """" %348'50
Eugene Wolfe i TR 1932-52
Walter Scherbaum .... 1953:?3
Patrick Ballardham (nterim) ;i .0t i, 1952
Mark Farren1956-58
Ehomnas NOEIER Uy i s 1o o 1958-66
DorseMCCommick Bl i oo . 1966-68
RackHardeon ilie et 0 IR o 1968-69
Arvil Smith

............................ 1968 to present

History of Dickinson Family

Joseph Dickinson (1742-1818) a prominent and wealthy
Plantation owner of Bedford Coun , Virginia, married
Elizabeth Woolbridge, (1744-1818). This family included five
children: Sally, Edna, Nancy, Pleasant and William I.

According to the will of Joseph Dickinson, written the year
of his death, he, his son, Pleasant, and son-in-law Joel
Shrewsbury, were engaged in tobacco merchandising and
milling in Bedford and Franklin counties, under the firm
name of Joel Shrewsbury and Company. The death of Mr.
Dickinson, followed two months later by that of his son
Pleasant, brought an end to the partnership. This began an
intimate associate between the remaining son, William I and
Joel Shrewsbury which continued for many years.

The war of 1812 was followed by a business recession and
a slump in the tobacco market, With Joel’s two brothers
already established in Kanawha, where salt production was
growin§ beyond the experimental stage into a stable indus-
try, William I joined his brother-in-law in a move to the
Kanawha Valley.

With their families, they reached the valley where they
settled in a spot fifteen miles east of Charleston, now known

as Quincy. Many dates have been given but actually the
most logical time for th, grimage must have taken place
late autumn of 1818 o 1819, since
three members of the ly occur

It is assumed that th ry cot

house was construct
whose fine old brick
narrowing toward the
the out buildings that clus
may have originally been use
feature is its interesting




ouse. The Dickinson family a few years ago
log,m:g:;ture to another location in CharIZston. =
moved thliie frame farm house, enclosed by a picket fence
The W inded by peautiful meadows still stands today.
and surro tead is a simple farm house type of dwelling. Itis
The hon}es in height, with outside chimneys of red brick, on
two St?neof which pairs of twelve inch long windows under
each side cerve to light the attic. The windows, flanking the
the eave;oorway are somewhat unusual. Especially large,
central * Jong upper sash containing twelve panes of glass,
each hﬂ:e shorter sash below has but eight. The large rooms
while £ ntoa wide hall measure approximately eighteen by
openmsfom feet. Two of them contain ornate plaster mold-
fwenfy hich are obviously much latter embellishments. Or-
mgs,b";n nister and stair well, leading to the second floor, is
nate tive of the quality of the original woodwork. It is
zﬁg:::d of special interest to all who have ever had the pleas-

“‘%&fg;he Civil War, with both armies of the North and
South passing through the valley, directly on the turnpike,
narrowly escaped as the charred rafters in '{he attic testify.
William I was living on the farm at this time. When the
northern troops saw his son John’s cattle })randed 4] D, Fhe
attle were destroyed, with the explanation that the initials
stood for Jefferson Davis. .

In 1832, under the partnership of Dickinson and Shrews-
bury, the men erected a well on the site, along with two
other wells, engaged in the production of salt ona large and

rofitable scale for many years. Located close to the Kana-
wha River, one of these wells was destroyed by the devast-
ing flood that swept the valley the spring of 1861, shortly
before the Civil War. During this time they also conducted a
mercantile business at Kanawha Salines.

After his father’s death in 1861, William II (1798-1881)
came back from Nashville, Tennessee, to take charge of the
estate and established residence at the old homestead at
Quincy. He had married Margaret C. Gray, who died in the
spring of 1859, leaving four children: Mary (Mrs. John A. E.
Winkler), Jane (Mrs. John A. Cobb), Henry Clay,
1830-1871-married Sally Jane Lewis, daughter of JOhn D.

and Ann Dickinson Lewis, John Quincy 1831-1925, married

Margaret D. Lewis, sister to the wife of his brother.

Henry Clay Dickinson enlisted in the United States Army,
becoming a Captain of Co. A, 2nd Virginia Cavalry. John
Quincy, enlisted in 1862 under his brother, later becoming a
colonel. After participating in several serious battles, each of
them were captured and held as war prisoners until the
termination of hostilities.

After his release John Quincy came back to the Kanawha
Valley determined to attempt the rehabilitation of the long
abandoned Dickinson salt wells. By 1870 the well was rebuilt
and still stands today at Malden, as a conspicious example of
the tenacity of a man as Mr. Dickinson. Charles C., his
youngest son, in 1898 undertook the management of the salt
company and operated it until his death. The production
continues today under the management of his heirs.

The family burial ground was located where the New York
Central Railroad (Conrail) has its right of way, but before the
construction of the railroad began, all the bodies were re-
moved to the Spring Hill Cemetery.

John Quincy and Henry C. Dickinson were men of promi-
nence in West Virginia, Each of them, as well as their fathers
were organizers, original stock holders, and presidents of
the Kanawha Valley Bank.

John L. Dickinson, the oldest son of John Quincy, having
completed his education, spent a few months as a book-
keeper for the company but left soon to begin his career in
the banking business.

Beyond S'ne homestead, in a beautiful meadowland, are

s o mm

the large barns and other farm buildings which once housed
the Quincy Dairy Company. Early in the 1920's, John L.
established this dairy, starting with a herd of Holstein cattle.
Later he purchased a herd of Guernsey cattle, and as most of
us well recall, this was the beginning of that very popular
“Golden Guernsey” milk. This milk was delivered by trucks

to stores and residents from Gauley Bridge to Saint Albans.

This dairy is no longer operating. John L. later became the

president of the Kanawha Valley Bank and served in that

position until his death in 1940.

THE MINER . . . This is probably the most accurate representa-
tion of the lot, both as to tools and dress.
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Quincy Coal Company houses shortly after their completion up
Quincy Hollow about 1890.

§ DRY 5 HAVb\

Life in the Mines
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Town Of Dickinson

: unity locatetd ggteeq miles east of Charles-

A Smeast Virgi“ia' knaizct);eehea,dwl;hﬂlts ]north boundary
A roC of the hollow, Carrolls
::arked f;og\]e <outh ban}< of the Kanawha River. All (l)hlub
he Jenny Linn style, most of which are very

anct the J
Ezu-"es aré gfrentefi through the Quincy Coal Company, a
old, A enterpriSe i ;
pickl",S s 1880’s it began as an industrious coal mining,
g commumgy. The Kanawha and Michigan Rail-
nd ral l;ted operation in 1885and was a terminal for the area
dsta <, West Virginia to Hobson, Ohio. Passenger ser-
f)’Om Sw‘a];O available dally‘ :
s {1 es began to open a}‘lound 1880 on Carrolls Branch,
{0 all area ngple as “Happy Hollow.” There were
known 0 e entries providing tons of coal which was
m the mines to the K&M switching yards each
S provided many jobs for the men in and
Many homes were built by the Quincy Coal
e employees, some renting as low as three
th. A company store was added and stocked
with groce items, clothing, furniture, and even black blast-
WITS wder. Scrip money could also be used. Close to the
e was a small room which housed the post

front entranc : )
officeand the bookkeeper’s office. In the late 1960’s the store

was completely destroyed by fire.
The first school in the area was built up the hollow about
1880, consisting of only one room, grades one through eight.

d for
hauleThe e

area.

The first teacher was Carol Smithers. This building was also
used for church services.

Shuttle Engine of K & M R.R. in 1912

at Dickinson Yards

K & M R'Y Year 1906 Engi ; e
: gine Number 500 ’ :

1(23' Joachim; T. G. Malonie; C. K. Bott; ]. ]T(C?;Z?.'(leflito pEriF.
. Riddle. 2;]. R. Walton; J.

School Relics Of 1800’s
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The K & M Railroad Roundhouse at the Dickinson Yards about
1910-11. Workers can’t be identified. How many can you name?







_UNCLE JIMS LAST RUN 1900-1930,

N f NTRAL LINES

About 1910

7. Smithens. N.A. Edwards, Cecil Edwarnds, C. Smitherns, 3. Vanettq
i and J.
mith . Fauber



; number of school age chil-

idin ’ease l;‘l;}:‘; 1909 a larger sqhool house

i the "“F:nmunlf)’/ ea Story frame was built on south
Miﬂ the C? £ room, YWI?IighWaY’ on land given by the
i Trail hers to be employed here

- st teac ;
ﬁrs!tl tColeman, Lillian Porter, Mr.
Martin. Starting her teaching

d of Ravenswood, West

wint - vas Mi teaching days at this school.
gre?’.hefh 2 Spentmoztgyzirmany people in the area as
= mem'b%fre5 t grade teacher. Several others, such

ghe i ! heras their 4 Kathryn McGinley and Mrs. Anna L.
ars as instructors at this school. The
as t irty-five years, at which time it
, spet tleast thirty-five years, AESL
Reedlwas usefz :‘;rnad torn down. A four room brick school
was Tt u;}jsa entrance of the hollow. Today it is no longer
s bui t at the due to the decrease of enrollment in the
v classrooms % :
used for € b surrounding areas, the children are bussed
commuit tary school at Diamond. This structure is

new elemen ary

the sed for an office and bus garage by the Board of
Eg:"c;:ion to dispatch the school buses to the Upper Kana-
ley.

wlxrl Xla]thg] opening of the new company store in 1912, Mr.
H. R. Young, known by most as Holly, was hired as the
manager. Mr. H. H. Fletcher was the coal company superin-
tendent, with offices in the front of the store. This was also
the location of the post office. In 1924, Mr. Young was
appointed the superintendent of Quincy Coal Company by
Mr. Dickinson. Shortly afterwards he moved his family into
the Dickinson Homestead where he lived until his death in
1966. Today his widow Clara still resides in the old home.

s t Be
Hun Alma

el d
. Blizzard 3TE i Lloy

Mr. Jacob Martin Kelly, born March 23, 1864 at Winifrede Jct.
Started to work in the coal mines at the tender age of seven years.
Thru the years he worked as a coal loader, mine blacksmith, 2nd
class mine foreman and was a prospector for the Quincy Coal
Company until the ripe old age of 75. Mr. Kelly and a Mr. Lewis
established the Methodist Church in Nov. 1913 on property deeded
to them by the Dickinson family. Being one of the earlier residents
he saw many changes in the valley. He died in 1958 at the age of 96

years.

Sunday School about 1926. John L.

. a . h
Dickinson Methodist Churc the left in the v

Ly Dickinson is the first man to

< . 5



Dickinson Methodist Church built m 1913

Churches ]
Meeting for several years in the ;-,chool 'buﬂdmgs in the
com:eneuni%y, for their church worship seruvllgesdaqd Stu;lday
cerned le formulated plans atone

School, a group of conce peoplefc i

Clarence Lewis and Jacob

in 1913. Built on land deeded to them, free of charge by the

John L. Dickinson family, the church was built on the west
side of the school house. The church was used on Sunday
morning by the Methodist faith and .th_e afternoon was u§ed
by the people of Baptist faith, combining the night services
and the revivals as arranged. This arrangement was used for

a few years but due to some type of misunderstanding
among some of the members, the Baptist separated from the
church. Today the church is still standing, used by the peo-
le of the community and known as the Dickinson

Methodist Church.

In 1891, the first Chapel Car was dedicated by the Ameri-

can Baptist Convention. This was a passenger railroad car
that was assigned to areas that requested its use for conduct-
ing church services and evangelistic meetings. Knownas the
“Hope of Faith”, the chapel car was used on a side track up
Quincy Hollow from 1914 to 1916. Conducting the meetings
was the Reverend and Mrs. Newton. During this time, en-
couraged by Reverend Newton, Charles S. Thompson and
Walter Childers began to organize and draw up plans for a
church. Again a site was deeded by the Dickinson family,
free of charge, to the Baptist people to build their church.
Located on the east hill at the mouth of Quincy Hollow the
'Chur(f:d was complsted in1917. It, like its sister church, is still
in good repair and in use today, and known i
Baotist C_hﬂtch. y as the Naomi
_Alife time member of the church, the area, and more than
eighty-years-old, Mrs. Cleo Hastings, related this informa-
tion to this writer concerning the charter members, and the
pastors that have served the church. Reverend Newton
served as the first pastor, with baptismin the Kanawha River
of these charter members. Mr. and Mrs, Charles Thompson
M, andMrs, Walter Childers, Mz and M NEAM Y (ol
Mr, and Mrs. C. 5. Smithers, Mr. and Mss. J. A. Kilcolin, Mr
and Mrs. Holly Cotton, Mrs. N. A. Edwards, Mrs, Harvey
Chapman., Mrs. Belle Martin, Ruth Boyd (Mrs. 0.'] M ery
Sr.), Evalina Walker, George Douglas, Lynn F; be e
Walker, Andy Fauber, John Harmon or. a);d otl'ax‘-l TV
names were unattainable. & EIE W
Pastors: Reverends Newton, Morris, Kerns, Howell, Ker-

sey, Bias, John Hartmen (served twice), Walk .
Ducan, Young, Phillips, Cavender and pTESEnﬂye;'i Billups,
time Clarence Hutton. S second

Another mode of life and employment for this small com-
munity was the River Locks Number Four, located at the east

peration in the early 1800’s,

end of the community. It was in o
ilt. River packets and boats

long before the rail service was bu

were used for shipping, traveling and hauling coal by barge

to the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, passing through these

locks on their journey. The first lock master was Lynn

Fauber, followed by Ben S. Smithers, Bob Childress, with |

Fred Clendenen being the last one prior to the building of the

Marmet and London Locks in 1934.
Late in 1926 three residents were Very concerned ab&ut \

other means of transportation for this community. lr-

Charles Bracken, Sam “TAW"” Hammonds and Mr. Cha\r':l es

“DUTCH” Jochiam established a bus service o™ Geg>

Grove to Charleston. Securing a franchise and purchasmgor

Chandler touring car the service began. It took two hoursere

more to make the trip, but of course road cox}dlt;ons ;vour

quite different then. This service was the .nnmg o v

present day bus transportation. This franchise W;S glue

chased by the old Midland Trail Lines, followed by o P

and Gray, the Atlantic Greyhound and now In se_erC?ormer
The two witers of this history on Quincy, PeIfB 7 o, |

residents, could go on and on as there is really nO P, ~

stop, but time and space forces us to break awayleasaﬁt

reflections of happiness, some sadness, but manyﬂli’ls -

and precious memories of early childhood days It =

and peaceful little community. With humble th

the early settlers who chose this site to live

families, who made this possible for each of i

their, and our “/American Heritage.”




po You Remember at Quincy?

purned, killing several horses and mules?
a5 a musical grOUP that played for dances at the

:iroad men were called out to report at a scheduled
/hen “?SYR:’;I;"&H Boy‘"? There were no telephones in the homes
ho
No. 4 were lowered~ for the new one built at
When Son, you ould walk across the river without water going
Lo:r ;ot’n head? That is if you were tall enough.
¥ e Captai“ of the steam boats made big waves for the
When_ ers to rlde"
swi old Junk Boats, Billy Bryants Show Boat came to town?
the n “Mart Taylor?” He could ferry twenty to
eople across theriver fora nickle, cut ten to twelve heads
ﬂmhau,'Pa day for ten cents each, then reward you with a “tall

the ol

power house used to furnish electric lights to the
inesand the residents? The generator was started at 6:00 A.M.
.00 P.M. It was either lighta candle or a lamp, or

en there was nothing else to do on Sunday afternoon, you
boarded the passenger train at the depot and rode by pass to the

end of the line at Swiss, West Virginia? It was madness for the
Conductor at times as toilet tissue was strung everywhere.

Or when you rode the train to Charleston on Saturday morning,
attended a double feature at the movies for ten cents, bought a
hotdog, @ drink, and a bag of popcorn all for twenty five cents?

When the Chelyan Bridge was opened in 1932, connecting Route 60
to Route 61 on the south side of the Kanawha?

When you id the School Bus Driver one penny over and one
penny back as toll charge for the school children attending the
junior and high schools across the bridge.

You Can Tell 'Em Every Time

If you've fished in clear waters and waded in mud,
Watched the calm rivers, seen many a flood
Traveled the highways, on good roads and bad,
Cussed like a trooper, yet seldom are mad—
I'll bet you're from West Virginia.
_[rfr:;u’:; :veat in the valley, cooled off on a hill,
i P ; rough the mountains, drunk corn from a still,

you like a good fight, can lose and yet grin;
Get upon your feet and again try to win—
i;“bet you're from West Virginia.
GZ:; an} t afraid of the devil, got fire in your eyes,
- to:ﬂl';jg, f.md loving the Father on High,
e eth mit for friends, but slow to forgive,
S g 'at hurt as long as you live,
T you're from West Virginia.
s "':edl'unli sassafras and old Mountain Tea,
Yency “!’\:e:mle" fc?r the bite of a flea,
G i :hgov: think wh?ther sober or drunk;
1l bet Ty wind the trail of a skunk—
i e from West Virginia.

you've cleaned your t 5 = :
To “Old Dy your teeth with a birch tree twig,
Stole 0 Tucker” danced many a ji

tole behind the barn y a Jig,

: g -away from your folks
- : glg and corn silk smokes—

“The Old Gray Mare,"”
a good country fair;

A bit clannish of kin, though “ornery” they be
You admit it yourself, but dare us to agree— ’

I'll bet you're from West Virginia.
If you've eat syrup and sausage on your buckwheat cakes
Sr}ore while you sleep in a bed full of snakes; I
Hit what you shoot at, with a short gun or l(;n

And fight the devil while singing a song— %

I'll bet you're from West Virginia.

Youl hate the damned Nazis and Almond-Eye Lice

Itchx’ng to fight ‘em and not counting the price

}:ou re proud of your state and thrill when ym; hear

The Star Spangled Banner” and stand up and cheer

Boys, I know you're from West Virginia.

Submitted by Ralph Hudnall, Homer F. Daddysman, Urea Plant.

e Belle
Historical Restoration Society, Inc.

Officers

President ........ocenveee Mrs. Adrian (Loui

Vice President . ......ocovieiiiinenns ( : msegﬂlli.‘li{v;:;::
Secretary .....cocoesereaones Mrs. W. C. (Leoma) Ballard
TROASLITET s - slaie +ls s wiatoeiainrn Mrs. Roger (Mary Lou) Hindle

Board of Directors

Richard Fi'dler Mrs. Charles (Charlotte) Gardner
Roy E. Price Miss Kathleen Burgess

Harry F. White Mrs. James F. (Kathryn) Chaplin

Clifford R. Kees David Harless, Jr.

Bicentennial Celebration
in Town of Belle

The Bicentennial celebration for the town of Belle began
with observance of American Women'’s Rural Sunday, May
23, 1976, 2-4 p.m. at the Judson Baptist Church, sponsored
by the Women’s Missionary Society. The program theme
was “‘Early American Women and Their Hardships During
the Settlement of America.” All of the churches in the area
were invited to participate, reporting on the founding of
their churches and the women'’s work in the mission field.

The Lord’s Prayer was sung by Phyllis Atkins. The color
guard was presented by the Belle Woman’s Club. Special
singing by a trio from the Judson Baptist Choir. The oldest
charter member from the host church, Mrs. Nora Kersey
Ashley, and the oldest charter member from the Methodist
Church, Mrs. Rella Chestnut were presented an award.

With the dawning of a beautiful sunny day on July 17,
1976, in the town of Belle, West Virgina, the spirit of two
hundred years when the first setltle}'s mtﬁsrtg r:ll;era atriza:{ Z:s
celebrated b the town’s people 1 cor R
thanksgiving for our heﬁtage._me Ame:llc&alg tf(l;%ﬁ f:gﬂ;eer;s
tennial flag, the flag of West Virginia :lpé e ho came to
were waving in the cool breeze to W i
participate and observe the Planned estivi e Gdtiool

To the sound of the music by the Dul:}?nﬁre tgru =
Band and its majorettes, the %ol;f:nwef;}ﬁ c‘i*-Pmm t el
clown, and a long parade O gag's O ation. Many

down the main street to open the

jew the parade
rsons line the strget to review
2:3(:2?:3;3 fag;rds of small American flags handed out by

i ress their appredation ©
iirziﬁ}:ﬁf%ﬁf ¥ exg plans for the celebration
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Award by the Belle Garden Club.

were under the direction of the Senior Citizens, with their

coordinators, Hildred Hurst an Ronald .Surbaugh, sup- Ocmberi 50-19 and apple butter making at Bell
ported by most of the civic organizations il the toc;vn- 3 Cl;]b }'{‘oubc, children’s Halloween party at Tcw\;3 gYamarts
After the parade there was food to be obtaine bt N oV U}\bt’_r: QOld fashion bean dinneratMethod'n o
Methodist Church, a quilt display to observe: a Heritage children’s bingo party at Belle Elementary Sch ist Church,
Room and a Creative Craft show at City Hall. . B December: Adult bingo party at Belle Elem 0%

In the afternoon, a ceremony honoring the retired rail- Santa Claus. entary Schog]
roaders at the old depot, with its newly painted exterior ?t In qun)}mctxon with the Bicentennial celebrati 3
red, white and blue, was presented by the Belle Woman's organization has been added to the town'se ration, a ney,
Club. The club’s president, Mrs. Marjorie Palmer, extended sgveml years and with a great deal of in terest(')ther ones, For
the welcome to all. Mayor Rudy Seacrist was the guest tion am"l restoration of landmarks in the In the preservya.
speaker, and Pastor William Millar of the Judson Baptist Woman's Club has sponsored the organizatfuea' the Belle
Church offered the prayer- Group singing Was led by Mr. !—hstoncal Restoration Society, Inc. Elected t 10n of the Be]le

Mr. Connelly Hottman. R_etreshm_ents ident, Louise ]J. Edwards; vice preside O serveare: pres-
nd a picture of the Harper; secretary, Leoma W. Ballard; trent, Bill (Clayton)

Hindle. Board of Directors: Richard Fildlera;l-:)r;g Mary Loy

z rice, Harry

Robert Campbell and
were served. A certificate of service a .
b, honoring all the _

F. White, Clifford R. Kees, David Harless Jr., Char]
k- Irlotte R.

depot in color, was presented by the clu
Gardner, Kathleen Burgess and
% Mrs. James Chapl;
plin. This

retired railroaders in attendance.
Legion Post 95 played old tapes. the Har- _
m of old fashioned Society has applied and received a state chart
purpose of restoration of chosen landmarksr er for the sole

The American
mony Four Quartet presented a progra
hymns. To conclude the day’s celebration, 2 sqtéare riir‘:)ncne e
was held on the city’s parkin lot by the Boomer Star Trom-= , the editor and the staff
enaders with the caller, Hobert Rodgers, directing the dan- especially happy to include zn d“:zﬂggzs of» this book, are
CTS- - : ) : article on our town’s celebration and t§ with others, this
Additional Bicentennial advents I the town of QeUg: Au- public the formation of the Historical Soci announce to the
gust: Gospel Sing, Senior Citizens Ope'n House, singing of of this book. History continues to be maglmety, in the edition
Belle Woman's Club House. few years hence, we can compile anotﬁ:? d‘}j‘joPeftﬂIy e
IRl SEopke andouriadjoining confm:?u‘r;i: nithe
S.

f 76 Flower Garden

old songs, box supper at
September: Square dance, Spirit ©

ﬂgdmm;; steam-train pioneers of the Kanawha Valley re-
e vy ez;' Bicentennial of railroad service-200 years
o Smithers' gmveﬂ, theyare]. A. Fout, retired yardmaster, |.
s Th’ I.' g ]ahnso'n, retired conductors and C. D.
t ? e said. onored rec ]
Bicentennial celebration parade, by the Belle Woer:tgg’ sz ?E;ZZB e

line. The back-end brakeman hadn’t even got off the caboose

Their total service as operating trainmen comes to exactly 200
when we saw we was goin’ to hit ‘im.
o on our caboosé

ythe:l:;almig ljjt;lll gett Log_ether to re-live the days when they were
=io gES.amcrewonﬂleKanawha ichi

Tziyda.freired ;nd live within a few blocks ofeachagﬂdl;ﬁi;h] Bgilane. “I was conductor and was riding in the cupal

ekl ecyele[f::ﬁo(:wred recently at Belle’s Woman's Club Bicen- “f';len we saw him. Tom Whitefivas in thepcupalo on the other

Johnny Fout, wh nrtod i ; side and he hollered, ““We're gonna hit!’and we both wentdownt

g s L il out of there and out the back door. George Douglas was on £1€

coal train tha at Cedar Grove in 1913. He was conduct z bunk and he just sort of braced 42 &

t was heading up the Kanawha from mmﬁ’sﬁ; : “The engine went thro?xghrt;‘; caboose like it was cardboard,

knocked it clear over to one side, and we went through five or SiX

like tooth-

“Thelocal had run by the switch
and was backed up onto th 5
e shanty cars that were on the siding. Just tore ‘em UP
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B +tin’em. The train we were supposed
ks Lud‘)f;h;gf‘; z:\atsl?e men who would have been in those
pIc et was L

to L cars- in

ghanty on our eng!
gine “’3‘,1‘;‘2: O hen he hit t
i?st of-way: his head, and after things had quieted
g }t‘:i agreat b‘%;‘clttoznﬁom Cedar Grove sat out there on the
down @ Jittle the od up his head with a big old needle. The
inders and Se‘_ﬂé dleton was his name, sat there_and every time
& man, OloMi hit him with that needle he’d flinch and holler,

the dodﬂ:';"i’:;ia d sewed up and wentto helping with therest of
the g%

z:.; i ardmaster in the Dickinson yards of the old New

Fout rem'ei: yBut when he started as a brakeman it was the

York Cen de Vernon Johnson started railroading in
And Wheneilﬁri Kanawha and West Virginia railroad that

1914}:“; r’oﬁ cz:ot; Blakeley and Pond Gap to Spring Street in
u

e jumped just before they hit and he
he ground, and rolled clear down the

c]qarleSton- a5 flagman ona run on the coldest day the Kanawha
u]was Cﬂh]; G seen up to then,” Johnson said, wagging his old K&M

tern.
nductor’s lante | cars at the mine track at Cedar Grove,
back end flagman. When we coupled up the ther-
the depot showed 17 below zero! It was Feb. 1,1917.
1dest time I worked was at Oak Hill in 1935.
dup23loadsat the mine and Irode the rear end of the
* of cars back down and coupled up to the train, and there on
f]‘:e yafdma5ter’s door the thermometer showed 23 below
nd there was 26 inches of snow down that night. But we
t the coal moving!”
]okﬁgson was the first of the four to retire. He had 46 years of
service when he quit work in 1959. J. Bﬂ Smithers retired as a
conductor with 51 years as brakeman, flagman and conductor
when he retired, ar;d Fout had completed 53 years as trainman
and yardmaster before retirement.
C.D. )émithers will be 87 next month; J. B. will be 85 next month;
Fout will be 86 in October, and Johnson will be 83 in December.
They get together about once a week and compare time on their
ket watches, Hamiltons and Bun Spedals, and reminisce
about railroading when the steam engines were the double-
articulated “malleys” of the mountains, when railroad wa
came to $2.40 for a 10-hour day. e
Tgi‘eR':‘illfv tal;'e 'Ir_nrae:rl‘ r}:la;:a 258 years membership in the Brotherhood
Johnson recalls that thé Kanawha and West Virginia Rai
ailroad
the K&M were absorbed by the New York C%ntral in rl()QaZZand
They all remember the first diesel engine th .
Dickinson, noting that th ied o S rorkediout of
Dickinson‘in S 5§ at they carried 158 loads from Swiss to
ohn Smithers ‘li 3
Ji coulduj‘:.ld geésmhi(esd thg si)team engines best for switching. You
S peed by the exhaust, by the sound of the
And Johnny F .
e listy c:iut remembered t.hat any trainman could “take a
and tell you what kind of car i i
s £ A ar it was from the serial
frigerator. s a gondola or boxcar or hopper or re-
Today they’re a i :
e Y Il active and alert, with hobbies, and grandchil-

nand great-grandchild:
; ren, i :
steam-engine days as trai ene ;a:\d a lot of memories about their

Childhood Memories
Miriam Slack

i % Anders
nia, which on Slack born 1859 at Hunter’s Stretch, Vir-

now i ; :
g Slack I:;V:r:s ?Fgm Hill, W. Va. His father was John
Stward in 1844 Bl OL Flz Virginia, in 1814. He came
ounty. He boy. ’}ﬁ‘ arried Miriam Rader Koontz of Nicholas
{2 family thger ﬂIEIe Hunter property at Spring Hill and
SRS e sold that property to C & O R.R. for
Creek, whi, CII:ﬁChaSEd property at the mouth of Sim-
Six children; f as owned by Samuel Shrewsbury. He
‘ 7 four daughters, two sons on the family

farm.

The oldest son
th;e\re. ihe other ;\;ir:‘tlgohggil:mbus, Ohio, lived and died
when they mov aoal 5
one who syold Di?’ct)?\tB Pelne' Seedianccied peBellefie s the
2 Method ant the property to build o

odist, a school trustee, and = n. He was
early settling of this area. Miri'a nflISlcoEmbuted much to the
says that she remembers her ack, daughter ofJohn A.,
Farm, which was located m}:;arf;:ts gpeaking oithe verill
been a general in the Civil V\l;ar eTLQCRS- adyenll had
ownEdbya N Boiryer bom Crar bt s
erty was the McConihay proper L IiiIStcm_ East of this prop-
of Rose Smithers. Her first h\‘;sbty.d ext came the property
dicd of TBUIt teomed that TB wan was Boney Wyatt, who
R G E MG e fx_oas }tatl;evalent in those days.
lovely brick home and a goo’d farm L: North. They had a
Myers, who came from Blue CremI; bxSldtioa MyEd,
the house burned, losing eve ih.' While .they lived there,
property West of the Appalachri):an 1;‘t§;irh‘5 would be the
ont. The property the station is on Lradiomme Dt
Young Slack. He sold it to Charles E C? T by John
solls1 it to Appalachian. HER AT R e

ary Ella (Grandma i

the Belle Am(usement ()Z}JVI “c:ncji(l)$;lg¥sh:§v3 }g(?a!?eilh%g\’ Whe(;e
rugs and carpets. It i i e
sh%)p and serepthe thi:g: tiliqr':x:r;g t:;-’:(r;g %ay veo througl} the
purchased the McConihay farm and 3Wsolnw, Ha’?‘ﬂ“’“
residential section. gyeloped Juinto 2

East of the Slack property, which DuPont pu
the Smithers property which extended perth;c:;a fl'?s ”‘g?s
Stone House”. The Smithers house was later rented
Kersey family. First Judson Church was built S tof ths
lots in the Smithers field. God used it in a (e):gtovlvlg of i
goodly number of years. Many souls wer%er savedythor 2
Several families lived up Simmons Creek, several rentedetlifé
?mr'!:}:g};er(s: lgiﬁge;t\}la.lfome](of the names I recall are: Hem-
e . ers, Keeneys, Hancocks, Quinns and

About this time, the “Old Stone House”

Frank Donnally of Gallipolis, Ohio. l:\sgjo;/r:?rsl; v:vl;idtll)\z
Reynolds property. This included Reynolds Hollow, now
Belle Hollow, or I_v[aple Road. There was a brick building
along the hill which was the Bob Reynolds Store. This is
whe_re you made your purchases, boarded the stage coach,
received mail, etc. Most of all I remember this is where we
Purchased long sticks of white chewing gum. There was a
little depot across the road, beyond the locust trees in front
of the store. I was told that the old brick house, one of the
Shrewsbury houses, which was damaged and had the win-
dows blown out during the Civil War, was bought by Bob
Reynolds. During those days, a Mr. Compton had the
butcher shop. He was the one who supplied the area with
fresh meats. Adjoining the Reynolds property was Will &
Clark Jarrett farms. Clark Jarrett came to Belle in 1899 from
Paint Creek, he purchased property from Bill Palmer. John
S. and Rev. T. Y. Keeney owned property in Witcher. Others
there were Bowles, Bonhams, Currey, Williams, Browns,
Winfree, later on: Meadows, Douglas, Millers, Hill,
Goshorn and Palmer.

In the vicinity where the DuPont Junior High School is
now located the Blues owned a farm and raised sugar cane.
The making of molasses was a great social event. The young
people gathered and roasted potatoes and corn ar}d had a

eat deal of fun. The Dickinson's and Cabells’ owned
farms, that still belong to heirs. This area can be very proud
of the early settlers, itis a rich heritage that has been passed

on.

who was twelve years old



Tribute to Dece %‘s b,
------------- D 1894'1
Glenn Lo M ahins B o 7
I N ine Hunt Brownl..oocis =77 1972 6861957
e A & Martha CamPbel . .} Jq08. 1940 1895-1972
Wlw&mc'”w'mcc ) J92-1952
N John Chestnut .-ecx=2 """ 1892 1950 86-1967
James S. & Parthena Coon «-=-===""" s T 11968
REr=n B DR 18841961 1889-1
e 'A.&Gncendwuds ....... 888-1W31887-1
"Minnie Fletcher ....---=*""" 1
P, el b 1902-1973
L. "E‘c‘fk Wﬁ-{% 1858-1949
m‘d m (Sis) W00 sl 1“9:1971 18%‘1972
Gilbert C. & Grace Fr 41 rmon. 18911961 1886-1975
I T 1878-1950 1677-1961
Ira & Hette N 18831966 1887-1970
mﬁdﬁ'm Jiose o osun
o e eates Jenkins T 1880-1939 1892-1938
m@,ﬁg&éi ]”m ............... 1886-1971 o
Jacob (Jake) e Julia Howery Kelley -- 1864-1?‘21865-1
Rev. T. Lo eaber G. Keeney...-- 18481527 18741946
Walter H. Keeney . ..o-ec==="=""""" 1888-1957 i
Mr. & Mis. E. H. Kincaid ..o % %8%1944
w. L. Sr.&]emtyll.lam .......... 1889-1
e 1906-1972
David Lh.dgﬂiné ..................... 1907-1969
Y ethel Penix Martin - .. -=== ===~ 1890-1943 1896-1972
-Anna . guﬁth AT et 1877-1963 1880-1951
John MMAan ...« -sxeeesee 1919-1955
Jake & Mary K. Nelson .....c--c-- 1874-1930 1877-1969
Robert M. Palmer .. ...occoeeseeeses 1908-1966
Fligah & Flla Shifflett Peck .......-- 1885-1961 1884-1945
H. Russell Phillips .. - - 1913-1974
Frd EEREDET - oo o vnmnss etamn sz 1917-1972
J. “Monty”” SAMPSON . - cxxcocceecs 1918-1968
C. W, (Pa) Sigman .....oooonemeeee 1904-1974
John Roger Sims ...........c..---:- 1896-1969
John Anderson & Addabelle Daft Slack 1859-1945 1865-1958
John M. & Sallie Slack ... ... 1855-1939 1856-1937
James C. & Ada Kilcollin Smithers . . .1860-1934 1894-1965
John & Nancy Steele...........---- 11878-1954 1878-1972
Charles S. & Katherine Thompson . . .1885-1953 1883-1964

Van William & Mattie

Harmon Turner, 5. .........- T
Joseph E. Ward, Jr. .....oovvnecnnen
Harry F. White, Jr. ..............
Mr. & Mrs. Wiley C. White.
Sylvester & Virgie White . ..

Patrons

Belle Amusement .............. 1701 W. DuP
BEllE HGESENNEL. .. e 114 East DuPont Avenes
Belle Hardware .................... 808 DEPORE Aveacs
Belle Lions Club Aenue
Ed Bridgette Service Center .. ... 1633 W.
Mr. & Mrs. M. F. Burgess. ...... 1601 W. %ﬁ?:; ﬁvenue
Cecil 1. Walker Machinery Co. - ..... East DuPont Aven
M. & Mrs. Walter B. Davis ... .. 104 W. Riverview Dy
D1 Sharrork Chemical Co. W DUboRt pe e
Mr, & Mrs. Charles W. Gardrer, Jr. 170 W. DuPont Aven
James H. Gray, M D) e s 187 W. DuPont Avenue
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Goldsmith s
(Rebecca Dickinson) . ....... 1272 Louden Heij
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton “Bill” Harper, Jr. ..311 E.e;%lt]}t.s ;{;a d
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Herald ............ 309 E. 6th S =
Hill Monument Company .......... 418 Midla;\d Av:r:::
T. G. Keeney’s Sons ...... PEEEEER Witcher Boat Dock
Matthew & Agnes Kinsolving ............ 304 John Str
Charles W. Lambert <tt
(Nationwide ST iteie e oo ol 2501 W. DuPont Ave
W Mickie Martin . o o« faenos s 117 East 13th Street
Mr. & Mrs. A. M. McCarus
(Aretta Wiseman) . .........- 912 Louden Heights Road

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Moore. . ..145 W. Riverview Drive
Mr. & Mrs. Roy E. Price ............... 330 E. 9th Street

Mayor Rudy & Mrs. Seacrist............ 306 E. 5th Street
Dr. James H. & Ruth S. Thornbury ..... 304 E. 4th Street
Leva C. Wiseman .............. 1715 W. DuPont Avenue




HECTOR D. FRAME

- fidler and fframe FFuneral Rome, anc.

26 Dupont Avenve, E25t
' BELLE, WEST VIRGINIA 25015

THE BELLE WOMAN'S CLuB FOR THE

AND FOR THIS PUBLICATION OF “"Tue H1STORY OF
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HITE BROTHERS ™

cplvcr Contracton
BELLE, WEST VIRGINIA 25015 ::m: :::;g;l

(CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA)

‘e happy to support your endeavor
1ng of "The History of Belle and the

’1te.s have been River Contractors,
800's with Captaln Woodford White.
e's Boats since that time have
)ptain Wiley C., Captain
ffor 'B., Captain William C.,
1n Harry F.,Jr., Captain

servatlon of the
fine effort from
e a ;gglated fqr £






